


Learning Activity 4:
Theory

Theory is vital in most academic disciplines, if not all.  In the current Learning Module, we have covered MANY theories, many of which you may already be familiar with from previous courses.  While none of the theories are 100% accurate, most do serve to help explain specific aspects of crime. A few are downright wrong! 

In this activity you will compare and contrast countering specific theories.  The theories you choose must be specific.  For example, anomie is a general theory (theoretical school) and should not be chosen.  However, you can choose a specific anomie theory such as those espoused by Durkheim, Merton, Cloward & Ohlin, and Cohen.  This assignment will have TWO parts.  Part one will address chapter seven while part two will address chapter 8.

PART ONE:  CHAPTER 7

	Box A:   Choose two “major sociological” theories of crime that are opposed to one another in a significant way.  It is recommended that you choose two theories from different “theoretical schools.”  The theories you choose must be from chapter 7.  List your chosen theories below:

THEORY  1: Conflict theory
THEORY  2: Functionalism theory


	Box B:   In detail, explain THEORY 1.  

           Conflict theory is based on society's inadequate resources and how they are unfairly distributed, causing strains. In this theory, power is seen as the ability to control those limited resources in terms of , political control, control of properties that make up the public, and a person's communal status recognized by gender, culture, race, and religion (Fraser, 2017). According to German Theorist, Karl Max's conflict is caused by social classes (reigning classes and working-class). The rich want to grab all limited resources to enrich themselves more while the poor want an equal share of the limited resources.
    


	Box C:    In detail, explain THEORY 2.  

            Functionalism theory states that communal establishments perform as shared means to meet discrete and communal needs. Emile Durkheim's idea explains functionalism theory, where he attempted to understand how communities maintain stability and survival. He acknowledged that customary societies were brought together by mechanical harmony; these societies lived in similar small groups who shared solid family connections and executed similar everyday tasks (Fraser, 2017). He added that current societies are complex and do not share similar traditional bonds. He sees society as a uniform organ that needs each unit to function, and when one unit fails, the other units must rise to make the ailing unit perform. These units are comprised of family, religion, government, education, and economy.


	Box D:    In what ways are these theories similar?

            These theories are similar in that they are both sociological, which impacts the lives of individuals. They both try to show the significance of the large group's impact on society to protect their people. Conflict theory shows the majority role to defend their majority classes and minority classes protecting their classes. In functionalism theory, traditional societies are established to unite and protect their people from harm to live in harmony. The theories are also similar because they show inner influence on individual lives. The majority class in conflict theory is aimed to fulfill the needs of the larger groups, even if it is by grabbing property. The minority groups are continually fighting the majority to fit into society and feel their needs. Functionalism the social institutions are used to cater to the needs of all persons in society.


	Box E:    In what ways are these theories different?    Please note that you were asked to choose two theories that were opposed to one another.  As such, this box should be very detailed.  If your selected theories do not differ in a significant way, you may want to revise what theories you picked.

            Conflict theory outlines society as diverse parts comprised of races, gender, religion, and politics. Different groups belong to various races whose aim is to live differently from other races while accumulating massive wealth for their domination and survival. In functionalism theory, the community works together to achieve communal goals while living peacefully (Kaufman, 2017). The resources available are utilized well for the good of the community. In conflict theory, society is run by the halves, and they will do almost everything to keep it that way. In contrast, in functionalism theory, society is run by social institutions that distribute the available resources to all individuals.


	Box F:      Next, please explain which theory you agree with the most and why.  A complete response must address the pros and cons of each theory.
         I agree with the functionalism theory because it supports peaceful co-existence in society, a trait that we are all working towards. Functionalism theory story depicted a modern society ruled by a leader and advocated for communal work to achieve communities’ desires and goals. Conflict theory describes a society full of chaos and struggles for selfish gains. It advocates for unfair property distribution according to social classes. The minority in society will never have an opportunity to own a property. However, in modern society, functionalism theory may not work because technology has changed the traditional society settings to individualism. 




	Box G:  Choose an issue of crime that has been in the news recently.  How would your chosen theory (Box F) address the problem?  What solution and policies would your theory be in favor of?
           On October 27th, police shot a black man, which triggered protests in Philadelphia. Functionalism theory advocates for peace and, in this case seeking justice for the deceased and advocating for proper investigations. Demonstrations will always lead to chaos and using functionalism theory, and I would advocate for police reforms to avoid police brutality and racial discrimination.







PART TWO:   CHAPTER 8

	Box H:   Choose two "critical" and "integrated" theories of crime instead of one another in a significant way.  It is recommended that you choose two theories from different "theoretical schools."  The theories you choose must be from chapter 8.  List your chosen theories below:

THEORY  1:  Classical theory
THEORY  2: Biological theory


	Box B:   In detail, explain THEORY 1.  
        The classical theory states that individuals commit crimes out of their free will. Human beings can reason to avoid committing crimes, and thus when an individual commits a crime, they do it out of choice, disregarding the consequences of their actions. 


	Box I:    In detail, explain THEORY 2.  

         The biological theory states that criminal behavior cannot be controlled. Biological characteristics like genetics or DNA contribute to a person's conduct of their illegal activities. Sometimes people become criminals because of their DNA and upbringing, especially if one's family has a history of criminal activity, they are likely to end up like them.


	Box J:    In what ways are these theories similar?
       These theories are similar in that both crimes are committed due to human behavior, whether willing or unwilling. It is also similar in that the consequences of the crimes committed are punishable.


	Box K:    In what ways are these theories different?    Please note that you were asked to choose two theories that were opposed to one another.  As such, this box should be very detailed.  If your chosen theories do not differ in a significant way, you may want to revise what theories you picked.  
 
           These theories are different because classical theory highlights the crime committed willingly while biological concentrates on an individual rather than the crime committed (Wells, 2017). In physical theory, the individual has no choice, while in classical theory, the individual chooses. 




	Box L:      Next, please explain which theory you agree with the most and why.  A complete response must address the pros and cons of each theory.

      I agree with biological theory because this is a particular case that leads one to commit a crime. The criminal mostly has no choice; they are forced by uncontrollable external forces like an abusive childhood, which pushes them to commit the crime. In such cases, the individuals are not criminals, and the behavior can be rehabilitated (Thornberry, 2018). In classical theory, the criminal can be charged because crimes committed are out of choice without coercion.
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